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Saff Sgt. Shane Coleman, Civil
Engineer Squadron structural
apprentice, inventoriesthe con-
tents of a group C-Bag to en-
sure the bag complies with Air
Force Reserve Command stan-
dards. Coleman is one of forty
CES members who will follow-
up this month’s Unit Compli-
ance Inspection with a week-
long Inspector General Exercise
in Gulfport, Miss. (photo by
Saff Sgt. Jason Schaap).

CES sche_duled to foIIowup UCI with IGX

Staff Sgt. Jason Schaap

931st Public Affairs

Whilemost of thegroup has
been preparing for thismonth’sUnit
Compliance Inspection, the 931t
Civil Engineering Squadron hasbeen
gearing up for not one, but two large-
scaleinspections.

Just weeks after the UCI team
leaves Oct. 5, CESisscheduled for a
week-long Inspector General Exer-
ciseinGulfport, Miss.

Senior Master Sgt. Tamera
Askren, CESprogram anays, said
thetimingfor thisIGX could have
been better, but sheand therest of
her CES comradesarelooking
forward to completing what had
becomealong-delayed inspection.

“We vetried threetimesto get
tothelGX and it wascancelled,”
Askrensaid. “We' |l be happy tojust
pull thisoneoff.”

TheU.S. campaignin Kosovo
caused an 1GX to be cancelled for the

squadron two yearsago. CESwas
45 daysaway fromtheir last sched-
uled IGX whentheterrorist attacks of
Sept. 11 |ast year resulted inyet
another cancellation.
Thepositivesideof thedelayed
ingpection, Askren said, istheamount
of training and preparation her squad-
ron hascompleted inthe meantime.
“We vebeen abletototally
rebuild our damage control check

SeeINSPECTION, Page 3
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Inspections, deployments keep group busy

Col. Jeffery Glass
Group Commander

First, | would liketo thank everyone
who helped to makethisyear’sfamily day
such agreat success, especially thanksto
Master Sgt. Robert Lorenz for hissuperhu-
man effort. Thefood and entertainment was
outstanding. | still am amazed that the Blue
Angelsput on ademonstration for the 931st
ARG'sFamily Day.

When everyone getsthe Kanza Spirit
in October, wewill beright inthemidd e of
our Unit Compliance Inspection. Everyone
made an outstanding effort to get their pro-

Col. Jeffery Glass, group commander, was
one of the local leaders recognized at
theUnited Way “ Day of Remembrance’
in Wichita Sept. 11 (photo by Saff Sgt.
Jason Schaap).

gramsintop shape. | amsuretheresultswill
prove how “Outstanding” the 931t istothe
restof theAir Force Reserve Command.
Our deploymentsto theforward oper-
ating location are proceeding very smoothly.
Volunteerism continuesto be high, proving
agan how amazing thededication of the Citi-
zenSoldieris. Wewill continuedeployments
for theforeseeablefuture. My thankstoal
membersthat have sacrificed timeaway from
their familiesand civilianjobs. Wearevis-
ible proof that volunteerism doeswork.
Our security forceswill continueto be
mobilized for another year. Soif you see
oneof our guysin the building thank them
for their great sacrificesthat they have made
in order to keep the base and country safe.
Our civil engineerswill soon deploy insup-
port of the next Inspector General Exerscise.
They have beentraining hardand I’m sure
will maketheunit proud.
Thenextitemontheunit’sagendais
the Initial Response exercise at the end of
March. The unit has changed the UTA
schedulein March to 29-30 so we can have
the peopleto participateinthiscritical part
of our Operational Readiness Inspection
grade. Further information about practice
exercisesfor thel R should beavailable soon.
Hopefully, after thel R exercisetheunit
can get amuch-needed break.

FRAIN
ABUSE

To file a fraud,
waste or abuse
complaintwiththe
Air Force, call
(316) 759-3192
or toll free (800)
424-9098.

UTA SCHEDULE

Next UTA: Oct. 5-6

The Kanza Spirit is mailed each month to all 931st Air Refueling
Group members on file with Personnel Systems. If you are not
receiving your copy each month, check with your orderly room or
administration section to ensure your address on file is correct.

Nov.16-17
Dec. 7-8
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New deputy familiar face for CC

Saff Sgt. Jason Schaap

931st Public Affairs

They’ veflowntogether.

They’ vefought together; they’ ve
even partied together.

Now they’ ve“flocked” together.

Tosay that Lt. Col. Rich
Lepman, the new 931st deputy
commander, and Col. Jeffery Glass,
group commander, are“birdsof a
feather” might bean understatement.

Both were part of the command
staff at 4th Air Force Command
headquartersbeforejoining the 931st.
Both have morethan 20 years of
flyingfor theAir Force under their
belts. And both sharethe same
outlook for leading the 931st.

“Col. Glassand | areof the
samemindset,” Lepmansaid. “We
have along history together, both
professondly and personally.”

LikeGlass, Lepmansaidhe
believes*leading by example’ and
putting “family first” formthefounda
tion of how he' Il approach his
position’srespongbilities.

Butit'swhat separatesLepman

Lt. Col Rich Lepman was
the group commander 'sfirst
choicetofill thegroup’sva-
cant deputy commander po-
sition. Lepman and the com+
mander, Col. Jeffery Glass
both worked on the com-
mand staff at 4th Air Force
k command headquarters be-
fore joining the 931st ARG
- (photo by Saff Sgt. Jason

=1 Schaap).

from Glassand most of thegroup
command staff that hefedsisequaly
important in considering how he
leads, Lepman said.

A 12-year captainwith United
Airlines, Lepman sharesthetitleand
concernswiththegroup’straditional
reservigs.

Asthenew guy, Lepmansaid he
hasnodesiretoimmediately “goin
and stir thingsup.” But oneof his
futuregoasistowork with Col.

Glassin“mitigating theimpact”
traditiond reservists military commit-
mentshaveon their persond lives.
“I’'mvery sendtiveto operations
tempo needs’ Lepmansaid. “The
reserveshavereally becomean
aternate active-duty rather thana
ready reserve; we put many more
demandson our peopletoday.”
Lepmanwasclosetoretiring

See DEPUTY, Page7
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ligts,” shesaid. “ Short of andieninvasion, | have

checkligtsfor everything.”

About 40 CES membersare scheduled to attend this
IGX, whereengineerswill betested inavariety of CES
responghilities, including rapid runway repair, usngAbility
to Surviveand Operate (AT SO) skillsand continuing to
operateunder different forceprotectionlevels.

Theengineersaren’t the only group memberswho
arelooking forward to CESfilling what Askren CES
referredto as“that little green squareintherubic’scube’

at Air Mobility Command headquarters. CES completing
thelGX isalarge piece of thefive-year planning puzzlefor

Mg. Clint Burpo, group operationsplanschief.

“My godl isto get everyoneon thesametimeline so

we' renot dwaysworrying about thelG” hesaid. “It'sa
littlemoredifficult fitting CESinto that timelinebecause
they have so many inspection requirements.”

Master Sgt. Donnal orenz, group logistics plans
non-commiss oned officer-in-charge, sad CES ability to
beready for the |GX so soon after the UCI resulted inthe
group having al current inspection requirements 100
percent completed or scheduled.
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Mil-to-Mil married members
subjectto SGLIdeductions
Group memberswho have
spousesinthemilitary and have not
updated their spousein DEERS are

subject to automatic Family
Servicmen’'sGroup Lifelnsurance
deductionsfromtheir paychecks.

Monthly premiumsranging from
$9 to $55 will be charged to mem-
berswho do not havean SGLI
declinationformonfilewiththe
Military Personnd FHight.

For moreinformation, visitthe
MPF or cdll the customer service
officeat Carlosat (316) 759-3458.

Group T-shirts for sale
Group T-shirtsareavailablefor
$10 eachuntil Nov. 17. Theshirtsare
black, 100%cotton withthe Kanza
Roach onthefront.
Toorder or pay for your T-shirt,

— SPIRIT SPOT[IGHI

Vincent P. Walburn

931st Aircraft
Generation Sguadron

seeyour orderly room or Tech Sgt.
Bob Lorenzinthe Group Career
Advisorsoffice.

Security Forces

Augmentees needed

The22nd Security Forces
Squadronislooking for enlisted
volunteersto perform extended
augmenteeduties. Memberswill be
offered mandaysand trained in many
aspectsof the SF career field.

For moreinformation, contact
Master Sgt. Smith at (316) 759-
5989.

Honor Guard
looking for new members
The931st Honor Guardteamis
looking for group membersinterested
inbecoming part of their team. For

moreinformation, contact Master Sgt.

Smith at (316) 759-5989.

Congratulationsand Thanks
tothefollowingmember sfor
re-enlisting or extending
CMSgt Don Askren
TSgt Warren Bearup
SSgt Greg Carron
S A Ed Cropper
SSgt Darin Elliott
TSgt Rick Fischer
TSgt Sue Forsberg
MSgt Tanya Halenka
TSgt Tom Helmers
SSgt Juana Hernandez
SMISgt Diane Hiebert
SSgt Erin Hubbard
S A Mark Johnson
TSgt Robert Lorenz
SSot Kelly Martin
SSgt Albert Riojas
SSgt Cole Rogers
MSgt Darrel Smith
TSyt Dan Satezni
SSgt Chris Searns

Job title: Jet EngineMechanic

Thismonth’s Spotlight selecteeisa Kansas City, Mo.-
native, who hasbeen intheAir Forcefor 19years.

Civilian job: Aircraft Mechanic for CessnaAircraft Co.
Favoriteway torelax: Working on cars
Easiest way toannoy me: Talk onacell phonewhiledriving

Most influential personin my life: My father

What I’'m reading now: Tom Clancy’sPatriot Games

What I'm listeningtonow: Classic Rock

If 1 won $1 million, | would: Buy ahouseinanice placeand

invest therest
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(Above) Col. Jeffery Glass, group commander (stand-
ing left), and Col. Michelle Johnson, 22nd Air Refu-
eling Wing commander, were recognized at the United
Way “ Day of Remembrance” ceremony held in down-
town Wichita Sept. 11. The commander s were among
a group of Wichita leaders present who help protect
and serve the local community. (Right) A member of
the McConnell Air Force Base Honor guard salutes
during the ceremony. The honor guard performed a
21-gun salute and hel ped present the colors. (photos
by Saff Sgt. Jason Schaap).

DEPUTY, frompage3

fromthose demandsayear ago, until theterrorist attacks
occurred on Sept. 11, bringing Lepman fromleaning
toward retirement to giving “ maximum avail ability” tothe
Reserve.

TheAir Forcejumped on hisoffer and put Lepman
onordersfor solong hehad to get awaiver for the
maximum amount of mandaysallowed. Soon after, Gen.
James Czekanski, 4th AF commander, told Lepman he

was Col. Glass sfirst pick for deputy and Lepmanreplied,
“I’mready to go yesterday.”

“Thewholetimel’vebeenin|’velovedtheAir
Forcelife,” Lepmansaid. “1 lovethe people, themission,
the camaraderie, thechallenge. | just don’t think you can
finditinthecivilian sector.”

Lepman said he' sconsidering moving toWichita
sincehecould continuehiscivilianjob here. Currently, he
livesin Tudtin, Cdlif., with hiswife Debbie. He hastwo
sons, 16-year-old Andrew and 14-year-old Peter.
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Cotillion Concerts ableat Galindos, Maylo'sWestern Troupeand Varieties. Adults, $7;
Oct. 4—GeneWatsonin Wear, LaSpressaand Mundo children (12-17) $5; children (4-11)
concert with special guest Spurs. Musica. Admissionis$30at the $4; under 4 free. Hoursare Friday
Show beginsat 9 p.m. Advance door. CotillionBalroomisat 11120  and Saturday, 10am.-5p.m.,
ticketsare$17.50 at Select-A-Seat W.Kdlogg. Sunday, noon—5p.m. Moredetails
locations. Admissionis$20 at the at www.old-cowtown.org.
door. CotillionBdlroomisat 11120 Old Cowtown Fair
W. Kdlogg. Oct. 4-6 — Old Cowtown Woofstock ‘02
Oct.5-ConjuntoRioGrande = Museum’sFall County Fair all week- Oct. 5 — Annual benefit for the
inconcert with special guestsBanda ~ end. Music, dancing and crafts Kansas Humane Society, 10am. —2
WaneWane and LosDyferentezdela  throughout theevent. Magicand p.m. at Central Riverside Park.
Region. Show beginsat 9 p.m. medicineby Professor Farquar. Minimum $25 pledge for the event.
Advanceticketsare $25 and avail- Performancesby theDixieLeeDance Moredetailsat www.kshumane.org.
At The Movies

XXX

FRIDAY OCT 4th 7pm

2 hrs. 04 min. Vin Diesel
stars as extreme sports
athlete Xander “XXX” Cage,
recruited by NSA Agent
Gibbons (Samuel L. Jackson)
to become a different kind of
undercover agent..

SIGNS

SATURDAY OCT 5th 7pm
1 hr. 47 min. Mel Gibson
stars as Graham Hess, the
family patriarch, who is tested
in his journey to find the truth
behind crop circles. Joaquin
Phoenix is Merrill Hess,
brother to Graham and a
former minor league baseball
MPAA Rating: PG-13 for star.
violence, non-stop action
sequences, sensuality, drug
content and language.

MPAA Rating: PG-13 for
some frightening moments.

Movies are shown at the McConnell Air Force Base theater and are subject to change.
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