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Rare-Weather
Friend

931st/NWS tech one of few to

receive hero award for rescuing pilot

Staff Sgt. Jason Schaap
931st Public Affairs

MikeGill hasalwayshad aninterestin
aircraft. It'sone of thereasonshejoined the
Air Force 18 yearsago. It'sone of the
reasonsheenjoyshiscivilianjobasan
electronicstechnicianfor theNational
Westher Servicein Wichita, oftentravelingto
remote K ansasairportsto maintain equipment.

Andit’swhy Gill took noticeof anold
Piper Tri-Pacer nearby ashe and aco-
worker returned towork at anairportin
Russdll, asmdll townin northeast Kansas.

About an hour later, asthetwo
worked out of the back of their work
vehicle, they hearda“loudthud.”

“I looked around the corner

e Master Sgt. Mike Gill, Aircraft

d.; Generation Squadron and Na-
tional Weather Serviceelectric
technician, was awarded the
Department of Commerces
Gold Medal for heroisminres-
cuing a pilot from an aircraft
mishap (photo by Saff Sgt. Ja-
son Schaap).
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See HERO, Page 4
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Commander proud of ‘Outstanding’ UCI,
wants total 931st force if tempo increases

Col. Jeffery Glass
‘ Group Commander
4l

My thanks to
~everyone on the
“Outstanding” Unit

brief Went very

. well. Wehad afew
problems, but overd| theresultswere defi-
nitely up to 931st standards.

Theunit had 11 Superior Performers,
two Superior Performer Teams (the War
Readiness Element Team and Computer
Systems Management Team) and two per-
sonsrecognized for Outstanding Dressand
Appearance.

Thenumbersof Superior Performers
were aslarge asaunit ten times our size;
truly remarkable. All of theseindividuaswill
be recognized during the December
Commander’sCdll.

Our flying squadronis continuing to
deploy to the forward-operating-location
without any problems. Weareactudly send-
ing additional people over the required
amount to hel p out the activeduty. Thead-
ditiond peopleinclude operationsand medi-

cal support personnel.

Your sacrifices have not gone unno-
ticed. All of the senior Air Force Reserve
Commeand gaff, dongwith the senior staff at
Air Mobility Command sees your
volunteerismasamazing.

Our Civil Engineer Squadron lost an-
other opportunity to shineat the scheduled
Inspector General Exerciseafter AMC can-
celled all IGX’sfor theforeseeablefuture.
Weall know how hardthey trainedand | am
surethey would have made usproud. Hope-
fully we can get themin sometime soon.

Many questionshave comemy way
about what will happennextinthewar againgt
terrorism. All that | know isthat the plan-
nersarelooking at al of thepossihilities. We
will adl havetowait until our superiorsmake
thedecision on the next step.

My goal, if we increase our present
posture, isto lobby for atotal 931st opera-
tion to include maintenance, operationsand
our civil engineers. | do not want to seeall
of our forces split between numerousfor-
ward operating locations.

Whilewewalit to seewhat shoedrops
next, al of the 931st family needsto take
some needed time off. Hopefully, everyone
can enjoy theupcoming holidays.

FRAIN
ABUSE

To file a fraud,
waste or abuse
complantwiththe
Air Force, call
(316) 759-3192
or toll free (800)
424-9098.

UTA SCHEDULE

Next UTA: Nov. 16-17

The Kanza Spirit is mailed each month to all 931st Air Refueling
Group members on file with Personnel Systems. If you are not
receiving your copy each month, check with your orderly room or
administration section to ensure your address on fileis correct.

Dec. 7-8
Jan. 11-12
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Tech Sgt. Scott Leas
384th Air Expeditionary Wing
Public Affairs

OPERATION ENDURING
FREEDOM (AMCNS) - Tothe sea-
soned crewmembers of the KC-135
Stratotanker, it was like almost any
other missonover Afghanigan. Only this
aerid refueling mission marked 20,000
accident-free hoursflownin support of
Operation Enduring Freedom by the
913th Expeditionary Air Refueling
Squadron here Oct. 13.

“Thisisalandmark missionfor
us,” said Lt. Col. John Michel, com-
mander of the 384th Expeditionary
Operations Group. “It’'satremendous
accomplishment toreachthismilestone
while maintaining our high standard of
safety. And it couldn’t have happened
without thehard work of everyonehere.
It takesateam of butchers, bakers, and
alot of maintainersto reachthispoint.”

It also takes a team of talented
crewmembersto consistently deliver
fud tothefight. Michel creditsmuch of
theunit’ ssuccesstotheprofessond totd
force teamwork of active, guard and

reserve aircrews. “The crew for this
missionisour first truerainbow crew in
theater. We have both active and re-
sarvepilotsaswell asboom operators.”

Air Force Reserve Command pi-
lot Mg. Glenn“GP.” Powerswiththe
913th Expeditionary Air Refueling
Squadron, home-stationed at the 931st
Air Refueling Group, McConnell Air
ForceBase, Kan., tellsof thepridere-
servecrewsfed in support of combat
operationsover Afghanistan. “1’mproud
tobedoingthis. “It’'sthewave of the
future. Reservecrewstrainfor this. This
isoneof thewaysweemploy what we
tranfor.”

Capt. Donald “D.W.” Schmidt,
aircraft commander for the mission,
explaineditwasnormal tofly withAir
Force reserve members at home sta-
tion. “Wefly withthemat McConnell.
It'swhat we havetrained for and it’s
workingoutwell.”

The crew of six met for the pre-
flight briefing at 11:30 p.m. on Oct. 12.
Ontheflight line, ground support crews
werereadyingtheaircraft for itshistoric
mission beforetheaircrew arrived for
the pre-flight check. Asthe crew pre-

An Air Force E-3 Sentry takes on
75,000 Ibs. of fuel to continueits 14-
hour mission over Afghanistan. The
E-3 ismore commonly known as the
AWACS, or all-weather surveillance
command control system aircraft
(photo by Saff Sgt. Travis Aston).

931st membershelp deployed unit achieve milestone

pared for flight, Col. Steven Wayne,
commander of the 384th Air Expedi-
tionary Wing, explained why themis-
sion is so vital to the Global War of
Terrorism.

“Tonight'smissonwill refud anE-
3with70,0001bs. of fudl,” said Wayne.
“Itwill takeabout 70,000to get usthere
and back. That might seemlikealot,
but it keepsother aircraftinthefight.”

The E-3 Sentry is an airborne
warning and control system aircraft,
known asAWACS, that providesall-
wesather surveillance, command, con-
trol and communications needed by
commandersto makedecisionsduring
combat operations.

“If any aircraft hastoreturntoits
home station to refuel, that’s time
wasted. That’swhy tanker supportis
sovitd tothecause,” explained Wayne.

Whilethemissonwasamilestone
for theunit, it wasroutinefor the crew.

TheKC-135left itsforward de-
ployed location flying four hoursover
harsh desert terrain to itsrendezvous
withtheE-3.

“It'shard to believe anyone could

See SAFETY, Page5
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of thetruck and saw the planeupside
down, itswingsand propel lersall
bent up,” said Gill, amaintenance
sguadron master sergeant for the
931st.

Thetwo menranover to help
thepilot fill trappedinside. Thecrash
had bent thewings, blocking the
doorsfrom opening.

Themen could smdll leeking gas
asthey pushed thefuselage away
fromthewingsto removethepilot
hanging upsidedowningide.

They cleared thepilot fromthe
plane, but the seemingly disoriented
man returned to the dangerouscrash
scene.

Gill pulledhimaway onceagain,
later chuckling about why theman
returnedtotheaircraft.

“Hishearingaidewasdtill inthe
cockpit,” said Gill. “ That'swhy he
seemed disoriented; hecouldn’t
respond to usbecause he couldn’t

hear us.”

They drovetothetermind,
wherethepilot’sfriendswere
shocked to see him. A hangar
blocked theview fromthetermind to
thecrash sceneand thefriendswere
till watching for the planethat never
took off.

“Thegood L ord waslooking
after that pilot that day,” said Dick
Elder, chief meteorologist at theNWS

did what
we had to
do.’

--Master Sgt. Mike Gill

inWichitawho nominated histwo
techniciansfor amedal. “Nooneelse
saw the crash. Who knowswhat
would have happened to that guy if
they hadn’t beenthere. Anupside
downarplaneisafirewaitingto
happen.”

“Wejust did what we had to
do,” said amodest Gill inresponseto
the heroic statusheand hisco-
worker soon gainedfollowing the
incident last spring. “Wenever
thought what wedid washeroic.”

What they didwasrisk their
livesto help another, according those

»
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familiar with aircraft mishaps.

“Anupsidedownarplaneisa
firewaiting to happen,” Elder said.

Gill later learned thepilot, unlike
most other pilots, had tied towna
battery that, if loose, likely would
haveignited the 18 gallonsof fuel
leaked from the plane.

The Department of Commerce
GoldMedal, the highest honorary
award granted by the department
Secretary, wasgivento Gill
and hisco-worker for their
heroic actionsduring a
ceremony inWashington
1 D.C.Gill wasalowedtotake
' his 15-year-old son, Dugtin,

withhimto shareinthe

a

4 experience.
“Itwasfirstrateall the
way,” Gill said.”| redly felt
honored.”

The ceremony marked
| thefirst time Elder, a25-year
1 NWSveteran, knew some-
onerecognized withagold
4 medd asanindividud,
something hesaidisex-
tremdy rare.

“Very few aregiven out
toindividuas,” Elder said.
“They’ redmost dwaysgivento
groupsof peoplefor team efforts.”

It'shisNWSteam, Gill said,
that worksto savelivesal year long,
warning Kansansof deadly torna-
does, giving pilotsvita informationfor
safeflying and monitoring someof the
most severeweather inthe country.
All histeammatesare heroeswho
make him|ovegoing to work every-
day.

“I havethebestjobinthe
world,” said the 36-year-old Arkan-
sasnative.“Andl gettodoitinthe
air capital of theworld.”

'
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Air Force leaders send letters, pins to thank employers

Tech Sgt. Scott Elliot

Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON —Inrecognition of theair reserve
components contributionto thewar onterrorism, the
service' ssenior leadersare sending their persona thanks
to employersof Air Nationa Guardsmen andAir Force
reservigs.

Secretary of theAir Force Dr. James G Rocheand
Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. John P. Jumper are sending
joint lettersand lapdl pinsin recognition of the sacrifices
madein support of thewa.

TheAir Forceisasking guardsmen and reserviststo
comeforward withinformation about their civilian employ-
ers, asthisinformationisnot routinely collected.

“Thereal key tothe* Thank the Employer’ program
isgathering information from our armen,” said Brig. Gen.
Ed Tonini, an activated Kentucky Air National Guardsman
working withtheAir Forceofficeof public affairs. “We
need every commander and supervisor to makethe case,

face-to-face, totheir people.”

Sofar, theAir Force has collected datafrom more
than 34,000 of the country’s 190,000 citizen airmen.

“It’sabout recognition,” thegenera said. “First and
foremogt, it'sthefact that we haveleadershipintheAir
Forcethat recognizesthat thisparticular congtituency is
vital and important to the success of theAir Force. We
cannot do thejob of theAir Force without supportive
employers, sowe rereaching out to themto thank them
and | et them know they’ refull partnersin what we' re
going through right now.”

Two Web sitesareavailablefor traditional members
of theAir National Guard and theAir Force Reserve
Command, including individua mobilization augmentees, to
providetheir employer information

They canvisit:

www.your guar diansoffreedom.com/thanks

Personnel who have been activated for asecond
year can providetheir informationar:

www.your guar diansoffreedom.com/year 2

SAFETY, frompage3

live down there - but they do,” said
Wayne. “They aretheenemy. They are
hunkered downinthe mountainswe' re
flying over every day.”

Whilein arefueling track over
Afghanistan, the E-3 moved into posi-
tionto takeon 70,000 |bs. of fuel at a
rateof 3,0001bs. per minute. Theboom
operator, Chief Master Sgt. William
Karasko with the 913th EARS, skill-
fully joined thetwo aircraft.

“Wefly 14-hour missions,” said
theE-3pilot. “1t'syour fuel that' skeep-
ingusup here”

“You'reat 75K,” Karasko tells
the E-3 pilot.

“Thanks guys. We're backing
out,” repliesthereceiving pilot.

The KC-135 then turnsback for
another four hoursof flight beforecom-
pletingitsmissonand theunit's20,000

hoursof accident-freeflying.

To date, the 384th EAW hasde-
livered morethan 24,353,582 gallons
of fudl.

Thatisenoughgasfor acar aver-
aging 25 mpg to drive 400 hundred
yearswithout stopping.

In the 20,000 hoursthe unit has
flown in support of Operation Endur-
ing Freedom, itsaircraft havetransited
11 million nautical miles- enoughto
circletheglobe440times.

“1 think it"simpressive that this
wing has madethismark in so short a
time,” said Schmidit. “It just showshow
hard everyone here works. Many of
thesejetsare40 plusyearsold. It'sin-
crediblehow themaintenancecrewsare
abletokeepitdl flyingnineto 10 hours.
That’snot easy to do.”

Wayneheped put thedifficulty in
maintenance of theaging aircraft into
perspective. “Imagineif you had acar

asold asthis aircraft and how much
maintenance it would take to keep it
running.”

Yet Karaskoisquick topraisethe
KC-135. “Thisaircraftisextremely re-
ligble. It'sabout 35t0 40 yearsold, but
it takesas many peopleto ensurethat
weareready to meet themission. The
bottomlineisthat it doesn't matter what
you do. What you do hasadirect con-
tribution to themission. Thisjust hap-
pensto betheend result.”

Wayne explained that thesemis-
sionsarecritica becausetheAir Force
Isstill fully engaged in Operation En-
during Freedom.

“Wearedtill hitting vital military
targets. Therearebad guysbeing taken
out every day. Peoplemay not seeiton
thenightly newsasthey havein previ-
ousoperations, but wearestill waging
war on our nation’s enemies,” said
Wayne.
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Service dress uniform
gets new nametag

TheAir Force' sservicedress
uniformwel comed back anold friend
Oct. 1: thenametag. Thenew
nametagswill beavailableinArmy
andAir Force Exchange Service
military clothing sdlesstoresat a
future date when stocks become
avalable

Reservists eligible for
Troops to Teachers program

Reservistswithabachelor’s
degreefrom an accredited institution
or have oneyear of collegewith six
yearsexperiencein avocational or
technical field may now beeligibleto
receive benefitsunder the Troopsto
Teachersprogram.

Peopleinterestedin continuing
to servetheir country and discovering
anew and rewarding career in
teaching can access

[
/ 4
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Airman 1st Class

Karalee M ulsow
931st Operations Support

www.ProudToSer veAgain.com,
the Troopsto TeachersWeb site, to
seeif they aredigibleand for more
informetion.

UndergraduateTA increases

Thetuition assi stancerate has
increased to $250 per semester hour
for undergraduate studieswith the
annual cap per personincreasing to
$4,500.

Graduate study assistancewill
remain at $187.50 per semester hour.
For moreinformation, call (316) 759-
5423.

Group T-shirts for sale

Group T-shirtsareavailablefor
$10eachuntil Nov. 17. Theshirtsare
black, 100% cotton with the Kanza
Roach onthefront. To order or pay
for your T-shirt, seeyour orderly
room or Tech Sgt. Bob Lorenzinthe
Group Career Advisorsoffice.

Group feedback program
to be implemented

A new Suggestion and Feed-
back programisbeing implemented at
thegrouptogiveal membersan
opportunity to be heard and under-
stood. Suggestionsand/or recom-
mendationsfor improvement, aswell
ascomments about what makesthe
unit successful arewelcome,

Formsand boxesto put themin
will be placed on each floor of
building 850 and near the Civil
Engineeringand Aero Medicine Hight
orderly rooms.

Any and al ideasarewelcome,
especidly suggestionstofix recog-
nized problems.

One of these concernsand the
out comewill befeatured monthly in
the Commanders Corner of the
Kanza Spirit.

All other concernswill be
addressed by phone and/or e-mail.

after thegym, deep

do something

test)

If I won $1 million, | would: Givesometo family and charity,
help my friend with medical bills, then go onalong vacation

Thismonth’s selecteeis a Neosho Rapids, Kansas native
who hasbeenin theAir Forcefor oneand ahalf years.

Jobtitle: Intelligence Specidist
Civilian job: Full-time student at WichitaState University

Favoriteway torelax: Hang out with friends, takeasaunaat
Easiest way toannoy me: Complaintoo much or tell mel can't

Most influential person in my life: My grandmother
What I’'m reading now: School books (but only right beforea

What I’'m listeningtonow: Eminem, Nappy Roots, TheVines,
CedineDion... pretty much anything
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Operation SANTA
Underway

The group has begun its annual collection of new toys,
clothes and non-perishablefood itemsfor needy 931st fami-
liesthis Christmas. Boxeslike the one pictured on theright
arelocated throughout group facilitiesfor membersto place
their donations. Monetary donationsare al so being accepted
by Master Sgt. Cody Smith in the Safety office and Mas-
o ter Sgt. TinaProulx in the Fam-
R ZQ%/@ g ily Readiness office. Nomi-

e o oy G Y Y S nations for familiesin
need of donations
may also be sub-
... Mitted to Master
™« Sgt. Smith. For

more informa-
tion, call (316) 759-3683.

een costume contest as
Mimi Bobeck from the
“The Drew Carey Show.”
Also pictured is Capt.
Rebecca Fox, group per-
formance planner, as the
Wicked Witch of the 931st
(photo by Saff Sgt. Jason

Schaap).
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#8
D
Cotillion Comedy

Nov. 15—Comedian Bill Engvall with
specia guest Larry the Cable Guy.
Advanceticketsare $30 for reserved,
$25for general admission.

Ticketsavailable at Select-A-
Seet locations. Cotillion Balroomisat
11120 W. Kellogg.

Thunder Hockey
Nov. 16 — Wichita Thunder host the
Bossier-Shreveport Mudbugs in
Central Hockey Leagueaction. Game
time is 7:30 p.m. at the Kansas

use to.

drug use

MPAA Rating: R for sexual
content, language and some

Colisaum. Ticketsavailableat Sdlect-
A-Seat |ocations and the Kansas
Coliseum.

Wide range of ticket prices
withmilitary discountsavailable.

Dance Festival
Nov. 15 and 16 — Kansas Dance
Festival at WichitaState University.
Festivd will beginat 7:30p.m. a Miller
Concert Hall, Duerksen Fine Arts
Building, 21st Street North and
Hillside. Ticketsare$9.

At The Movies

THE
BANGER SISTERS

FRIDAY, NOV 15 7pm

1 hrs. 38 min. Susan
Sarandon and Goldie Hawn
meet back up 30 years after
living life as music groupies
and find they have many
more differences than they

Performing Arts
Nov. 15-17-" Sy Fox” performed by
theWichitaCenter for theArts, 9112
East Central. Timesare8p.m. onthe
15th and 16th, and 2 p.m. onthe 17th.
$16 fo adults, $14 for students and
seniors. Call 634-2787 for information.

Youth Symphony
Nov. 17 —-WichitaSymphony presents
aYouth OrchestraConcert. Begins
3p.m. a Century |1 PerformanceHall,
225 West Douglas. Admission is$5
for adults, $2 for 12 and under.

THE TUXEDO

SATURDAY, NOV 16 7pm
1 hr. 36 min. Jackie Chanis a
New York cab driver who tries
on a coma-ridden spy’s hi-
tech, futuristic tuxedo. Chan
sets off a series of events and
eventually takes over a covert
government mission. Also
stars Jennifer Love Hewitt.

MPAA Rating: PG-13 for adult
situations, language and
violence

Movies are shown at the McConnell Air Force Base Theater and are subject to change.

931st ARG/PA
53280 Topeka Street
Suite 221

McConnell AFB, KS 67221-3767
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