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Operation SANTA
Nominations for 4-, 6- and 7-
year-old boys and 4-,5-,6-,9-
and 13-year-old girlshave been
submitted for thisyear’sholiday
donation campaign. Members
are encouraged to donate new
toys for the above ages by the
end of the December UTA. For
more information, call Cody
Smith at (316) 759-3683.

Children’sHoliday Party
All children of 931st ARG air-
men are invited to a holiday
party Dec. 8 at the 18th ARS
conferenceroom (inlower level
of Bldg. 850) from 1 to 3 p.m.
The party will feature an ap-
pearance by Santa Claus, crafts
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18th ARS supporting OEF day and night

The sun sets behind a KC-135 Stratotanker at an operating location in support
of the U.S. Central Command execution of Operation Enduring Freedom.

Saff Sgt. Jason Schaap 18this supporting the mission for at

931st Public Affairs least 12 months. “1’m proud to be do-
ing this. It'sthewave of thefuture,”

Whilethe bombsland and said Command Pilot Mg. Glenn

thebulletsfly, membersof the S\ REFUE; " “GP” Powers. “Reserve
18thAir Refueling Squad- &5 @, crewstrainforthis. Thisis
ron continueto dotheir part 3 oneof thewaysweemploy
by providing fuel in support what wetrainfor.”
of themany missionsof En- “It'sared livebreath-
during Freedom. ing example of the total
Working in tandem force in action,” said Lt.
with active duty and guard Col. Ray Kozak, 18thARS

crews as part of the 384th Ex-
peditionary Air Refuding Squadron, the

operationsofficer. “1t feelsgood
See 18th ARS, Page 4
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Spend holiday time with family,
track readiness during work hours

Col. Jeffery Glass
Group Commander

opefully
everyone
had a
safeand Happy
Thanksgiving. With
the onset of winter
and col der tempera-
turesand the possibility
of snow andiceevery-
one needsto remember now
morethan ever safety iscritica. Give
yourself some extratimeto get towork or
other appointmentsyou may have.

Our deploymentsare continuing and
onceagain | wouldliketothank the
dedication of themen and women of the
931st. My thanksalso goout to all of
thosethat are at theaircraft when our
warriorsreturn.

Many of our boom operatorshave
givenup extratimeto download the
arcraft. Last monthwehad acrew
delayed aday and thereturnwason a
Saturday. Once again the 931st amazed

mewith their support.

About fifteen membersof our
organization showed up ontheir day off
towelcomehomeand help our returning

" heroes.
| ask each and every member of
the 931st to personally track your
readinessitems. Wehaveall been
inthisbusinessalongtimeand each
of usknowswhat we need to
accomplishtoremain deployable.

All of our unit deployment
monitorsareworking hard to make

sure each of ushave up to date shots,
appropriate chemical training and other
additional training. Pleasehelpthem, so
they canhelpyou.

My holiday receptionisscheduled for
3 p.m. the Saturday of the December
UTA. All group membersareinvitedto
stop by for somefood and holiday cheer.

With the upcoming holiday season,
everyone needsto take sometime off and
spendit withyour loved ones.

Family support isthefoundation that
keepsour unit strong. My hopeisthat
everyone hasan enjoyable and safe holiday
Season.

March UTA
dateschanged
The March unit

training assem-
bly has been

UTA SCHEDULE

Next UTA: Dec. /-8

Jan. 11-12
Feb.“8:9

rescheduled.
from the 8-9 to
29-30.

The Kanza Spirit is mailed each month to all 931st Air Refueling
Group members on file with Personnel Systems. If you are not
receiving your copy each month, check with your orderly room or
administration section to ensure your address on fileis correct.
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Tech. Sgt. Jim
Hotaling, an Air
Force Reserve
2 combat controller,
crouches against a
" * building in an
undisclosed
Afghanistan village.
The individual
mobilization
augmentee spent
five months in the
war-torn country
tracking down Al
Qaeda and Taliban
» fighters.
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I MA returns with Storlesfrom front lines of war

Mike Molina Reserve. He'salong way from hishomein Tacoma,

Air Reserve Personnel Center Public Affairs Wash., and aworld away from hislife asaWashington
Statetrooper, husband and father.

An agonizing paintearsthrough Tech. Sgt. Jm Six months before Sept. 11, 2001, hewasasked to
Hotaling’'sbody. Hislegsand feet strainfrom the 140- be part of the Reserve' sindividua mobilization augmentee
pound pack, which digsinto hisshouldersand back. programfor CCTs.

Hismind tellshimto stop, but the pride that goes “They called and asked meif | would liketo jump,
with being theonly Americanin hisfive-manteamwon’t diveand blow thingsup ontheweekends,” Hotaling said.
allow himto quit. Knowing that the otherswant to test “Sure, why not go back and bewith thefellasagain?
their srength
agéi nstthe “One thing I wish I could make people understand is
“American’

motivaeshis  that there are people over there who would kill every single

every Ztep- person in this room only for the simple fact that you’re
etruageson o
astheo?her Americans.” --Tech Sgt. Jim Hotaling to a 200-plus audience as a

membersof guest speaker at the Air Reserve Personnel Center
theteam, who area so lugging 140-

pound packs, continuetheir way up the 2,300-foot, near-  What agreat job.”

vertical ascent. By accepting thejob, Hotaling becamethefirst and
When oneof theothersfinaly says, “Let’'srest,” only CCT intheIMA program.
Hotaling letsout asigh of relief, ashe plopsonthecold, What was once aweekend job becameall too real

rocky mountains desomewhereinAfghanistan.
Hotaing isacombat controller intheAir Force See IMA, Page 7



18th ARS, from page 1

to be doing something for Enduring
Freedom.”

They arealsoworking the same
tempo and types of missionsasevery-
one else regardless of service type.
“Wearen't just seen aspart timehelp,
but asequal membersof theoperation,”
sadLt. Cal. Clayton Childs, 18thARS
commander. “ They aregoing to great
lengthsto makethe schedulesfair and
equitable.”

Sofar, the 18th hasbeen ableto
support therotationsentirely with vol-
unteers, something they hopeto con-
tinuethroughtheentireperiodthey are
forward deployed.

18th ARS Pilot Maj. Scott
Dickmeyer deployed in August for a
month and wasvery supportiveof the

!

gpproach the 18thtook infilling volun-
teer dots. “I’m very happy we were
abletofill theschedulewithvolunteers”
sad Dickmeyer. “| let themknow when
| wouldn't be available. | was told
around May or Junewhen | would be
going and so | was able to go to my
employer and family and plan on my
departureandreturn.”

The 18th ARS did their best to
maximizethevolunteerismof their folks
by letting thereservisssubmit datesthat
they would be available so that tradi-
tiona reservistscould plan deployments
withtheir employersandtheir families.

“l felt it was a great part of the
assignment. They asked for peopleto
volunteer for two different periodsthat
they could go,” said Master Sgt. Troy
Lawson 18th ARS boom operator.
“Seven months later they held their
word. Thisallowed meto plan with

my family and my employer when| was
going and when | wasreturning,”
Unsure of what type of facilities
they would be deploying to, several
crewmemberswere surprised at how
muchthecamphadtooffer. “Thecamp
wasexcellent. The peoplewho setup
the camp havetaken nothing, and made
something out of it,” said Lawson.
“Wewalked into abasethat was
aready running smoothly,” said Kozak.
The camp was also set up with
many activitiesto help fight the bore-
domwhilethey weren't supportingthe
mission. “They havearedly nicegym,
indudinganiceweightlifingarea. There
weresevera bigscreenTV'’s, and abig
movielist to choosefrom,” said Staff
Sgt. Amber Erngt, 18thARS boom op-
erator.
Ernst, who flew on the 384th’s
2500th sortie and isaveteran of sev-




(Left) A Norwegian F-16 is re-
fueled by an 18th ARS KC-135
crew during an Operation En-
during Freedom mission. (Be-
low) Like many deployed ser-
vice members, 18th ARS crews
call tent city their new home
while supporting OEF at a Cen-
tral Command location. Some
crew members said they were
pleasantly surprised to find
amenities like a gym, good
food, and large screen TVs at
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the site.

tations, isgetting ready to deploy
1other 30-day rotation.

“| went on thefirst rotation and
ot waswhat | liked theleast. The
was OK. We had steak at least
aweek. They work realy hard
veat least four mealsaday,” said
. “The 30-day rotation wasjust
- theright amount of time.”

Most importantly, said Childs
t members of the 18th ARS sent
ployment, istherdlief giventothe
>-duty. “When | wasthereit made
el that my 30 daysbought an ac-
Juty person acoupleweeks back
me,” said Childs,

Asof Nov. 16, approximately 75
3w members from the 18th flew
orties, totaling 1193 hourswhile
ng 8,270,000 poundsof fudl. The
sexpected to continueitssupport
July 2003.

(Above) Senior Airman Chris Norris, 18th ARS boom operator, unpacks some liner
inside his temporary home while deployed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.
Talking to Norris is 2nd. Lt. Josh Thompson, 18th ARS pilot. (Below) 18th ARS mem-
bers commerorate flying the 2,500th refueling sortie for the 384th Air Expeditionary

Group, a Central Command unit comprised of airmen from throughout the Air Force.

Congratularions RS AEG
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NCO/SNCO Ceremony
scheduled for Dec UTA
A non-commissioned and staff

non-commissioned officer induction
ceremony isscheduled for the Sunday
of theDecember Unit TrainingAs-
sembly at 11 am. Theceremony will
behddintheauditoriumof building
1185.

Send holiday messages
to troops online

Anonlineversion of the Opera-
tion Dear Abby holiday |etter-writing
campaign hasbeen established.
Anyonewishing to send amessageto
membersof al servicebranchesmay
logontothesite.

Troopscan read any of the
messagesonline, and then sort them
by branch of military serviceand by
the statefrom which they were sent.
Toensurememberswith limited
Internet accessare abletoread the

I

Flight

— SPIRIT SPOTLIGHT

Senior Airman
Benny Acosta
931st Operations Support

messages, asystem hasbeen
esablished to hand out hard copies.
To send amessage, log on to:
www.oper ationdear abby.net

NCO/SNCO Packages Due
Nominationsfor non-commis-

sioned and staff non-commissioned
officer of thefirst quarter of fiscal year
2003 aredueto Tech. Sgt. Pat
JohnsonintheMilitary Support Fight
no later than the close of business of
the Decemeber Unit Training Assem-
bly.

Lodging opens for holidays
Military identification card
holdersaredigiblethrough Jan. 31to
make SpaceAvailablereservationsat

theAir Capital Innfor uptotwo
weeks. Reservations must be made
two weeks prior to the date needed.
Call (316) 759 6999 or 1-888-
AFLODGE to makereservations.

Group feedback program
to be implemented

A new Suggestion and Feed-
back programisbeing implemented at
thegrouptogiveal membersan
opportunity to be heard and under-
stood. Suggestionsand/or recom-
mendationsfor improvement, aswell
ascomments about what makesthe
unit successful arewelcome,

Formsand boxesto put themin
will be placed on each floor of
building 850 and near the Civil
Engineeringand Aero Medicine Hight
orderly rooms.

Any and al ideasarewelcome,
especidly suggestionstofix recog-
nized problems.

One of these concernsand the
out comewill befeatured monthly in
the Commanders Corner of the
Kanza Spirit.

All other concernswill be
addressed by phone and/or e-mail.

Thismonth’sselecteeisaNew York City native who has
beenintheAir Forcefor nearly four years.

Job title: Computer Technician

Civilian job: Computer Technician

Favoriteway toredax: Tinkering with my computer

Easiest way toannoy me: Lie

Most influential person in my life: Randy Ford (My teacher)
What I’'m reading now: TheTao of Gung Fu

What I’ m listeningtonow: Ambient Jazz

[f I won $1 million, | would: never work again
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CONGRATULATIONS

Senior Airman Mindy Whiting-18thARS
Completed Airman Leadership School

Tech Sgt. Art Shamburger-18th ARS
Completed NCO Academy

via correspondence

Saff Sgt. Darin Elliott-931st AGS

Completed NCO Academy

Airman Basic Nabil Abdulkader-931st CES
Completed Engineering 3-level school

Master Sgt. Barbara West-931st CES

Completed Staff NCO Academy

via correspondence

Saff Sgt. Ben Ashment-931st AGS

Completed Crew Chief 7-level school

IMA, from page 2

after 9/11. Hotaling wasactivated
daysafter theterrorist attackson
New York and Washington, D.C. He
was assigned to the 22nd Specia
Tactics Squadron at McChord Air
Force Base, Wash., where he spent
eight weekstraining.

By November 2001, hewasin
Afghanistan onthefront linesof the
war onterrorism. Hewent days
without food or ashower and made
snow conesout of flavored drink mix
and snow to ease hunger pangs.

Hotaling'steam nicknamed the
mission of climbing the 2,300-foot
cliff “thewalk of death.” The objec-
tivewasto locate and observea
terrorist training facility. Withsuch
high stakes, theteam could net afford
being spotted by any villagerswho
might havewandered dong. So, the
safest way to avoid detection wasto
climbthecliff wherefew peopledare
totravel.

“It’snot the X Games or any-
thing likethat, whereyou' vegot
safetiesand ropesand littlehelmets
andthingslikethat,” Hotaling said.

“It'sdoordie. It'satoughthingto
do, but inawar it hasto bedone.”

Inanother Situation, Hotaing
and his*“ mates’ droveal-terrain
vehicleswhilebeing chased by a
group of enemy four-whed-drive
trucks mounted with 50-caliber
machineguns.

“l wasableto get aNavy P-3
sub hunter that just happenedtobein
theareato helpmeout,” Hotaling
said. “Hehassomeeyebalsupthere,
and hewasliterally abletotell meto
turnleft, turnright, go down thiscreek
bed, stop here. It allowed usto
break contact with the enemy and
allowed meto get theclose-air
support rolegoing. Wewereableto
bring two of my friendsfromthe USS
Stennis aboeard —two F-18s—to take
careof that problem for us.”

Hotaling aso went on stealth
missionsgathering evidence, investi-
gating caves, capturing one of thetop
10 most wanted Taliban |eaders,
being surrounded by 300 to 400
“screaming, angry Afghanis,” and
storming Al Qaedasafehouseswithas
few asfivemen. Hecalledinsevera
ar grikes, including the onethat

destroyed the second largest Al
Qaedatraining campinAfghanistan, a
result of thereconnaissancemission
that took himon “thewalk of death.”

During OperationAnaconda
when the CH-47 helicopter crashed,
histeamwas positioned atop a
mountain some 3 kilometersfromthe
fiercefighting.

“ Asthat was happening, | could
seetheenemy forcesinthevalley and
on the backside of the south side of
themountainmoving their way up
toward the crash sitetoreinforcethe
bunkersthat they had onthehigh
ground,” Hotaling said. “I got with
Sgt. (Gabe) Brown, and we coordi-
nated the appropriateair support.

“Meand Gabefought that day
with close-air support and actually
started to take apretty good toll on
theenemy, to the point wherethey
werenot reinforcingat al. The
surviving Rangersontop took the
bunker and were successful at the
top.”

After sharing hiscombat experi-
ences, Hotding said, “ That fedingwe
had on 9/11 —keep it burning be-
causeweare not done.”
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Aerosmith Concert Thunder Hockey availableat thebox office, by caling
Dec. 6—-Aerosmithisscheduled Dec. 7—WichitaThunder is 262-8054, or onlineat
to perform 7:30 p.m. at the Kansas scheduled againgt the OklahomaCity ~— Www.ticketweb.com. Black-tiedinner
Coliseum. Ticketsrange $34.50to Blazersat 7:30 p.m. at the Kansas and dancewith Domingo follows.
$64.50 at Select-A-Seat |ocations. Coliseum. Ticketsrange $5-15 at Tickets$600 (premier concert seating
Select-A-Sedt locations. included), by cdling WichitaGrand
[lluminations Opera at 683-3444.
Dec.6and 7—A holiday lights  Placido Domingo in concert
event from6-9 p.m. with accompani- Dec. 7—Placido Domingois Twisted Christmas
ment by theMusic Theatrefor Young  scheduled to appear with soprano Dec. 6 and 7—Holiday musical-
Peopleat Botanica, 701 N.Amidon.  VeronicaVillarroel 6p.mat Century ~ comedy at 8 p.m. at Cabaret Old
Cost is$5 for adults, $2.50 for Il ConventionHall. Ticketsare$50, ~ Town, 412%2E. Douglas. Show is
children 12 and under.Call 264-0448 ~ $100, $150, $200 and $300 and are ~ $18, add $10for dinner. Call 265-
for moreinformation. 4400for reservations.
At The Mov1es

RED DRAGON L. 4% amwgmag BROWN SUGAR

FRIDAY, DEC 6 7pm ' SATURDAY, DEC 7 7pm
== 2hrs.6 min. Edward Norton 1 1 hr. 48 min. Taye Diggs and

| is an FBI agent looking for Sana Laathan are best friends
help from cannibalistic | exploring careers inside the
Anthony Hopkins in the world of hip-hop music.
original story of the Hannibal L~ Meanwhile they rediscover
Lecter series. Ralph Fiennes each other 15 years after
'ﬁi;:;;':l I:;:::;m}g;ksfn; & J.( "é"m‘ B discovering hip-hop together

as children.

William Blake painting. mg{llﬁar

) ] St o MPAA Rating: PG-13 for
MPAA Rating: R for violence, = sexual content and language

grisly images, language,

some nudity and sexuality

Movies are shown at the McConnell Air Force Base Theater and are subject to change.
Admission is $2.25 for adults, $1.50 for children 12 and under.
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